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Bighorn  Awards 

On  March  2  at  the  Westin  Hotel 
in  Edmonton,  six  Albertans  were 
honored  for  their  work  in  wildlife 
conservation  by  being  inducted 
into  the  Order  of  the  Bighorn.  As 
well,  the  first  Special  Minister's 
Award  was  also  presented  at  the 
Bighorn  ceremony. 

Complete  coverage  of  the 
awards  and  profiles  of  1988's 
inductees  appear  on  Page  3  of  this 
issue  of  the  newsletter. 


Public  Lands  conference  stresses  communications  in  1989 


"Managing  the  Public's  Land"  was 
the  theme  for  the  42nd  Annual 
Public  Lands  Division  conference 
held  March  6-8  at  the  Capilano  Inn 
in  Edmonton. 

During  the  three-day  session,  staff 
from  field  offices  joined  co-workers 
in  participating  in  a  variety  of 
plenary  sessions.  Topics  ranged 
from  program  policy  and  integrated 
resource  management  challenges  to 
the  desired  educational  background 
and  training  of  resource  managers. 
Concurrent  sessions  were  also  held 
on  subjects  dealing  with  technical, 
administrative,  and  people  manage- 
ment skills. 

John  Laarhuis,  Head  of  the  Field 
Services  section  and  one  of  the 
organizers,  was  happy  with  the 
turnout.  "Though  previous  confer- 
ences were  directed  primarily  toward 


Craig  Taylor,  Resource  Planning  Branch,  addresses  a  guestion  to  conference  speakers 


Assistant  Deputy  Minister  Murray  Turnbull. 
speaking  to  conference  delegates. 


field  staff,  sessions  have  been  added 
in  recent  conferences  to  encourage 
clerical  and  administrative  staff  to 
participate,"  he  said.  "This  gives  us 
a  better  appreciation  of  each  other's 
roles." 

The  conference  was  opened  by 
remarks  from  Fred  McDougall, 
Deputy  Minister,  and  Murray  Turn- 
bull,  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  of 
Public  Lands.  Mr.  McDougall 
praised  the  division  for  its  excellent 
work  in  a  number  of  program  areas 
during  a  period  of  scarce  resources. 
Citing  regionalization  and  public  in- 
volvement initiatives  as  examples  of 
the  division's  success,  he  also 
outlined  what  is  ahead  in  the  up- 
coming budget  year  with  the  antici- 
pated approval  of  the  grazing 
reserve  program  and  increases  in 
conservation  initiatives  and  com- 
munications. 

Mr.  Turnbull  highlighted  his 
address  by  stressing  the  importance 
of  this  year's  theme  for  the  confer- 
ence, which  he  noted  was  a  chal- 


lenge to  the  division  to  explain  better 
its  role  to  the  public.  He  also  said 
that  more  effective  communication 
among  the  division,  other  agencies, 
and  the  public  was  a  goal  for  the  up- 
coming year. 

Speaking  later  in  the  conference, 
former  federal  Minister  of  Environ- 
ment Tom  McMillan  spoke  about  the 
need  for  sustainable  development. 
"What  is  needed  is  a  marked  change 
in  the  way  all  of  us  make  decisions." 
he  said,  adding  that,  "specifically, 
we  must  alter  the  traditional  view  of 
the  economy  and  the  environment. 
It  makes  no  more  sense  to  think  of 
the  environment  as  an  obstacle  to 
economic  growth  than  it  does  to 
oppose  economic  growth  as  a  tenet 
of  environmental  faith.  The  two  - 
the  economy  and  the  environment  - 
are  fundamentally  interlocked." 

Public  Lands  staff  were  also  able 
to  participate  in  a  number  of  after- 
hour  social  events,  including  the  Al 
Hatlelid  Memorial  Hockey  Tourna- 

Public  Lands  continues  on  page  4 


Bighorn  Award  winners  honored  at  ceremony 


At  what  is  being  described  as  the 
biggest  and  best  Bighorn  Awards 
evening  ever,  six  Albertans  were 
honored  on  March  2  for  a  lifetime  of 
achievement  in  wildlife  conservation 
by  induction  into  the  Order  of  the 
Bighorn. 

The  1988  award  ceremony  and 
banquet  was  highlighted  by  a 
striking  video  presentation  that 


Another  highlight  of  the  evening 
was  a  presentation  to  LeRoy  Fjord- 
botten  by  David  Weave,  Executive 
Director  of  Wildlife  Habitat  Can- 
ada.  The  Minister  received  on 
behalf  of  the  department  a  cheque 
for   $66,000,   representing  a 
progress  payment  toward  Wildlife 
Habitat  Canada's  $165,000  contri- 
bution to  the  Alberta  Landowner 


Minister  Fjordbotten  presents  award  to  Order  of  the  Bighorn  inductee  Wendy  Slaytor 


illustrated  the  achievements  of  the 
winners.  After  a  short  video  profile, 
recipients  were  invited  to  the  stage 
at  the  Westin  Hotel's  main  ballroom 
to  be  presented  their  awards  by 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  Min- 
ister, the  Honourable  LeRoy 
Fjordbotten,  and  an  MLA.  Mr. 
Fjordbotten  also  presented  the 
first  Special  Minister's  Award  to 
Ducks  Unlimited  Canada  for  its  50 
years  of  work  in  waterfowl  conserva- 
tion. 

Bighorn  award  recipients  for  1988 
were  drawn  from  across  Alberta. 
This  year's  winners  were:  Louis 
Bartle  (Smoky  Lake);  Frank  Lafoy 
(Ponoka);  Ann  and  Sandy  Cross 
(Calgary);  and  Wendy  Slaytor  and 
Colin  Weir  (Coaldale).  All  of  the 
worthy  recipients  were  able  to  attend 
the  banquet  and  receive  their 
awards,  except  the  Crosses,  who 
were  represented  by  Mrs.  Cross's 
son,  Marty  Abbott,  and  his  wife, 
June.  Accepting  the  Special  Minis- 
ter's award  on  behalf  of  Ducks  Un- 
limited Canada  was  Gerry  Fraser, 
Vice-President. 


Habitat  Program.    Mr.  Meave  also 
presented  the  Minister  with  a  framed, 
limited-edition  Robert  Bateman  print 
entitled  "Pintails  in  Spring,"  in 
recognition  of  Alberta's  leadership  in 
securing  habitat  protection  through 
landowner  participation. 
Lew  Ramstead,  Co-ordinator/ 


Liaison  Officer  for  Fish  and  Wildlife 
and  chief  organizer  of  the  Bighorn 
award  ceremony,  was  very  pleased 
with  the  evening. 

"This  was  certainly  the  most 
successful  and  exciting  evening 
we've  enjoyed  for  the  Order  of  the 
Bighorn,"  says  Mr.  Ramstead. 
"We  had  a  tremendous  turnout 
(over  330  guests)  and  the  video 
brought  color  and  dignity  to  the 
entire  ceremony.     It  will  certainly 
be  a  night  for  the  recipients,  their 
families,  and  all  guests  to  remem- 
ber for  a  long  time." 

The  Order  of  the  Bighorn  Awards 
are  presented  annually  to  Alber- 
tans selected  by  a  legislative  com- 
mittee for  their  work  in  wildlife 
conservation  in  Alberta.  This  year's 
recipients  are  briefly  profiled  below. 

Louis  Bartle  -  Mr.  Bartle  has 
worked  tirelessly  to  protect  and 
conserve  forests  and  wildlife  in  his 
home  region  of  Smoky  Lake  since 
he  arrived  there  from  Austria  in  the 
1930s.  Working  from  the  philosophy 
that  "trees  are  the  foundation  for  all 
conservation  -  soil,  water,  and  wild- 
life," Mr.  Bartle  has  dedicated  a  half- 
century  to  volunteer  work,  nature  in- 
struction, and  other  activities  to 
better  his  neighbors'  understanding 
of  the  value  of  Alberta's  natural  re- 
sources. 

Frank  Lafoy  -  Frank  Lafoy's  24- 
year  career  as  an  Alberta  Forest 
Officer  and  Fish  and  Wildlife  Officer 
earned  him  the  respect  of  all  Alber- 
tans he  served.  Though  all  wildlife 
Bighorn  Awards  continues  on  page  3 


From  left  to  right:  Louis  Bartle;  Colin  Weir;  Steve  Zarusky,  MLA-Reduater-Andrew;  Wendy 
Slaytor;  Les  Cooke,  Assistant  Deputy  Minister;  Frank  Lafoy;  Marty  Abbott;  June  Abbott;  Harry 
Aleer,  MLA-Hi'jhwood;  Gery  Fraser. 


New  wildlife  strategy  announced  for  Alberta 


At  last  month's  Alberta  Fish  and 
Game  annual  conference,  Minister 
LeRoy  Fjordbotten  announced  a  new 
wildlife  conservation  strategy  for 
Alberta.  The  strategy  comprises  five 
major  initiatives  targeted  at  current 
challenges  facing  wildlife  manage- 
ment in  Alberta. 

The  first  initiative  is  a  comprehen- 
sive anti-poaching  campaign  de- 
signed to  attack  one  of  the  most 
serious  wildlife  management  prob- 
lems in  Alberta.  The  plan  includes 
significantly  increasing  the  number 
of  district  staff  over  a  three-year 
period;  a  major  public  awareness 
campaign  to  promote  the  Outdoor 
Observer  Program  using  a  new 
Report  A  Poacher  toll-free  number  - 
1 -800-Poacher,  effective  September 
1 ;  a  reward  program  to  encourage 
citizen  reporting  of  infractions 
against  wildlife  and  their  habitat;  and 
new  regulations  to  prohibit  hunting 
adjacent  to  selected  roads  to  reduce 
human  disturbance  in  sensitive 
wildlife  areas. 

The  second  part  of  the  strategy 
focuses  on  land  management  and  is 
directed  at  securing  greater  par- 
ticipation from  landowners  and 


land  mangers  in  achieving  provincial 
wildlife  conservation  objectives. 
This  initiative  involves  expansion  of 
the  Landowner  Habitat  Program; 
enhanced  crop  damage  compensa- 
tion for  farmers  to  encourage  them 
to  increase  their  efforts  to  maintain 
and  expand  habitat;  start-up  of  the 
North  American  Waterfowl  Manage- 
ment Plan,  to  which  the  Alberta  Gov- 
ernment has  committed  $36  million 
over  the  next  15  years;  and  ex- 
panded application  of  the  integrated 
forest  management  approach 
throughout  northern  Alberta. 

Another  part  of  the  new  strategy  is 
a  wildlife  awareness  program,  which 
will  aim  to  provide  wildlife  informa- 
tion to  schools  and  the  general 
public.    The  program  will  see  the 
development  of  a  Native  Resource 
Management  Assistants  Program 
that  will  help  native  people  obtain 
occupational  training  and  practical 
experience  in  renewable  resource 
management. 

Fisheries  management  will  also 
be  highlighted  though  the  develop- 
ment of  a  provincial  fisheries 
management  strategy,  improve- 
ments to  existing  fish  hatcheries 


In  late  January,  Myrna  Pearman,  Past  President  of  the  Red  Deer  River  Naturalists,  presented  a 
cheque  for  $300  to  Jim  Struthers,  Regional  Director  of  the  Central  Region,  Fish  and  Wildlife,  on 
behalf  of  the  Buck  for  Wildlife  Program.  The  money  was  raised  from  membership  fees.  The  Red 
Deer  Naturalists'  most  recent  Buck  For  Wildlife  Project  was  the  installation  of  Great  Blue  Heron 
nest  poles. 


and  stocking  programs,  and  con- 
struction of  a  new  walleye  rearing 
pond  to  augment  the  output  of  the 
Cold  Lake  Fish  Hatchery. 

The  strategy  will  also  address  non- 
game  species  management.  Alberta 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  will 
participate  in  the  Restoration  and 
Enhancement  of  Nationally  Endan- 
gered Wildlife  (RENEW)  Program, 
and  will  commit  $300,000  to  the 
Prairies  For  Tomorrow  Agreement, 
which  will  protect  critical  habitat  and 
manage  endangered  species  in  the 
prairie  and  parkland  regions  of  the 
province. 

In  making  these  announcements, 
the  Minister  also  suggested  that 
further    wildlife-related  initia- 
tives are  forthcoming. 

Bighorn  Awards  from  page  2 

benefited  from  having  Mr.  Lafoy  as 
one  of  its  protectors,  the  Alberta 
beaver  has  been  the  focus  of  much 
of  his  attention.  To  ensure  the 
survival  of  this  Canadian  symbol,  he 
initiated  dozens  of  difficult  transplant 
programs,  nursed  injured  beavers 
back  to  health,  and  trained  younger 
Albertans  about  trapping  and  wildlife 
conservation. 

Ann  and  Sandy  Cross  -  As  a  sign 
of  their  commitment  to  wildlife 
conservation  in  Alberta,  the  Crosses 
have  donated  800  hectares  of 
valuable  land  in  Calgary  for  the 
nurturing  and  conservation  of 
wildlife.  The  "Ann  and  Sandy  Cross 
Conservation  Area"  will  be  a  unique 
Alberta  treasure,  available  for 
generations  to  come  as  a  peaceful, 
instructive  wildlife  area.  The  Cross 
donation  is  considered  to  be  the 
largest  of  its  type  in  Canadian 
history. 

Wendy  Slaytor  and  Colin  Weir  - 

What  began  as  a  hobby  for  Wendy 
and  Colin  has  now  become  a  mis- 
sion that  serves  all  Albertans.  Their 
longtime  interest  in  and  care  for 
birds  of  prey  in  southern  Alberta 
culminated  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Alberta  Birds  of  Prey  Conser- 
vation Center  near  Coaldale.  This 
center,  guided  by  Wendy  and  Colin, 
cares  for  injured  birds,  takes  part 
in  breeding  and  rearing  projects, 
and  acts  as  a  resource  center.  Ms. 
Slaytor  and  Mr.  Weir  work  voluntar- 
ily to  keep  the  project  going. 
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Debarking  system  proves  its  icy-weather  merit 


On  February  20,  over  70  industry 
and  government  people  from  across 
Canada  attended  a  field  demonstra- 
tion of  a  chain  flail  debarking  sys- 
tem. The  demonstration  was  held  at 
Weldwood  of  Canada's  operations 
near  Hinton. 

The  demonstration  showcased  the 
results  of  a  month-long  field  test  to 
determine  if  a  chain  flail  debarker 
could  remove  bark  from  frozen  trees. 
Organizers  couldn't  have  picked  a 
more  suitable  day;  with  the  tempera- 
ture at  -40C,  frozen  small-diameter 
black  spruce  and  aspen  were  proc- 
essed. Analysis  of  the  chips  pro- 
duced from  the  debarked  trees 
showed  bark  contents  of  less  than 
1%. 

Sponsored  by  the  Canada-Alberta 
Forest  Resource  Development 
Agreement  and  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife,  the  field  tests  are  being 
conducted  by  the  Forest  Engineer- 
ing Research  Institute  of  Canada  in 
cooperation  with  Weldwood  of 


This  piece  of  equipment  proved  its  worth  in  frigid  temperatures. 


Canada.  In  a  woods  landing,  skid- 
ders  bring  in  bunches  of  small-di- 
ameter, frozen  black  spruce  and 
spruce-pine-fir  (SPF)  and  aspen 
species  from  the  forest  site.  A  log 
loader  places  three  or  four  trees  into 
the  debarker,  which,  on  a  multiple- 
stem  basis,  removes  the  limbs  and 
bark.  The  debarked  stems  are  then 


Forest  Protection  television  ad  a  winner 


Last  spring's  airing  of  the  Forest 
Protection  Branch's  television 
"striking  match"  advertisement  has 
garnered  two  first-place  awards. 

One  award  was  received  from 
the  Alberta  Motion  Picture  Industry 
Association  (AMPIA)  at  its 
February  annual  awards  ceremony. 
The  award  was  for  Best 
Commercial  in  the  Television 
Commercial  category.  The 
Advertising  Club  of  Edmonton 
presented  the  commercial's 
second  award,  declaring  the  ad  the 


best  in  the  Public  Service 
Television  category.  That  award 
was  presented  in  the  first  week  of 
March. 

The  award-winning  commercial 
depicted  a  wooden  match  being 
struck  across  a  match  box  and 
then  discarded  among  a  "forest"  of 
wooden-match  trees.  The  concept 
for  the  advertisement  was 
developed  by  Ladd  and  Associates 
Advertising  with  input  from  the 
Forest  Protection  Branch  and 
Public  Communications. 


Public  Lands  from  page  1 

ment,  a  scavenger  hunt,  a  curling 
funspiel,  and  a  banquet  and  dance. 
During  the  conference,  25-year 
service  awards  were  presented  to  12 
staff  members. 

A  panel  of  industry  and  public 
representatives  focused  on  the 
theme,  "Managing  the  Public's 
Land."  Staff  heard  that  the  public  is 
generally  pleased  with  the  level  of 
service,  but  that  more  can  be  done 
to  communicate  the  Division's  mul- 
tiple-use objectives. 

Delighted  with  the  success  of  the 


conference,  John  Laarhuis  believes 
that  its  message  was  made  clear  to 
all  participants.  "A  Fish  and  Wildlife 
colleague  commented  that  the  inte- 
grated resource  management 
approach  of  the  Public  Lands  Divi- 
sion is  its  greatest  achievement,  and 
that  the  enthusiasm  for  this  ap- 
proach was  reflected  in  the  confer- 
ence agenda  and  in  staff  attitudes. 

"When  we  can  get  that  kind  of 
positive  response,"  Mr.  Laarhuis 
concluded,  "we  know  the  conference 
was  very  worthwhile." 
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moved  into  a  portable  shipper  where 
they  are  reduced  to  chips  and  blown 
into  a  chip  van.  The  chip  vans  trans- 
port the  chips  40  kilometres  to 
Weldwood's  pulp  mill. 

The  results  of  the  field  tests  will 
establish  the  feasibility  and  econom- 
ics of  using  satellite  barking  and 
chipping  systems  to  make  pulp  chip 
from  traditional  fiber  supplies,  and 
also  from  timber  stands  currently 
considered  unmerchantable.  In  the 
future,  harvest  of  small-diameter 
SPF  and  black  spruce  stands  could 
be  considered  economical,  if  the 
chain  flail's  ability  to  debark  cleanly 
on  a  multiple-stem  basis  can  be  es- 
tablished throughout  the  year.  As 
those  who  witnessed  the  demonstra- 
tion in  frigid  temperatures  saw,  the 
prospects  look  good. 

More  information? 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on 
the  contents  of  this  newsletter,  or  any 
information  about  the  policies  and 
programs  for  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife  in  Alberta,  please  contact  the 
Communications  Branch. 

This  newsletter  is  published  10  times  a 
year  by  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife. 

Editor:  Gordon  Turtle 
Comments,  questions  and  sugges- 
tions are  always  welcome.  Please 
contact  the  editor. 
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